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In this paper, a new type of a fan-integrated heat sink named a scroll heat sink is proposed and demon-
strated. The most striking feature of the scroll heat sink is that heat dissipation and fluid pumping occurs
simultaneously in the whole cooling space without requiring any additional space for a fan module. In the
scroll heat sink, the moving fins, which rotate with two eccentric shafts, are inserted between the fixed
(cooling) fins. By a relative motion between the moving fins and the cooling fins, a coolant is drawn into
the space between them, takes heat away from the cooling fins, and the heated coolant is discharged out
of the heat sink. In the present study, an experimental investigation is performed in order to demonstrate
the concept of the scroll heat sink. Average coolant velocities and thermal resistances of the scroll heat
sink are measured for various rotating speeds of the moving fins from 200 rpm to 500 rpm. Experimental
results show that measured flow rates of the coolant are almost linearly proportional to the rotating
speed of the moving fins. A theoretical model is also developed to estimate the required pumping power
and the thermal resistance, and validated using experimental results. The theoretical model shows that
optimized scroll heat sinks have lower thermal resistances than optimized plate-fin heat sinks under the
fixed pumping power condition.

� 2008 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
1. Introduction

Recent advances in semiconductor technology have led to a sig-
nificant increase in power densities encountered in electronic
modules or devices [1,2]. As the power dissipation from the elec-
tronic devices increases, effective cooling technology becomes
essential for reliable operation of electronic components [3,4].
For this reason, various types of cooling systems have been devel-
oped as thermal solutions. The fan-integrated heat sink is the most
widely used type of the cooling device due to its high price-perfor-
mance ratio. The fan-integrated heat sink is mainly comprised of
the two parts, the fan module for pumping the coolant and the heat
sink for enlarging the heat transfer area. Accordingly, a wide body
of research has been conducted not only on heat sinks but also on
cooling fans.

Many investigators have studied heat sinks using a number of
approaches [5–7] in efforts to improve their thermal performance.
Various types of heat sinks with distinctive shapes have been sug-
gested in addition to the conventional plate-fin and pin-fin heat
sinks [8–11]. Investigations of working conditions, such as tip
clearance [12] and direction of the coolant flow, on the thermal
performance of heat sinks have been carried out. The performance
of cooling fans has also been the subject of much attention because
ll rights reserved.

: +82 42 869 8207.
the thermal performance of the heat sink depends on the velocity
of the coolant passing through fins of the heat sink [13,14].

As noted above, considerable efforts have been aimed at making
fan-integrated heat sinks more efficient by improving the perfor-
mance of each component, the fan module and the heat sink. How-
ever, fan-integrated heat sinks currently being used in the field do
not effectively use the total cooling space. For all existing fan-inte-
grated heat sinks, the volumes for the heat sink and the fan are
separated and are regarded as inviolable spaces with respect to
each other. The spaces for the heat sink and the fan module are
only designated for dissipating heat and for pumping coolant,
respectively. If the entire space reserved for the cooling system
were used simultaneously both for coolant pumping and for heat
transfer, the heat sink size could be increased from that of fan-inte-
grated heat sink in the same cooling space. This idea led to the con-
ceptualization of a novel cooling system, namely, the scroll heat
sink [15]. In the scroll heat sink, instead of the fan blades, the mov-
ing fins are inserted between the cooling fins and pump the cool-
ant, as in the scroll compressor. The coolant flow is generated by
the relative motion between the moving fins and the cooling fins.
Coolant pumping and heat dissipation occurs simultaneously in
the whole cooling space, as the cooling fins play a double role of
coolant pumping and heat dissipation.

The aim of the present study is to propose and demonstrate a
new concept for fan-integrated heat sinks, named the scroll heat
sink, for which coolant pumping and heat transfer are combined
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Fig. 1. Schematic diagrams of the scroll heat sink: (a) after assembling all the parts
and (b) exploded schematic diagram.

Nomenclature

A area, m2

d distance between centers of two circles, m
Dh hydraulic diameter, m � Hpe

Hþpe=2
e eccentricity of the eccentric shafts, m
H height of the heat sink, m
k thermal conductivity, W/m K
L length of the heat sink, m
p pitch between adjacent fixed (or cooling) fins, m
Pr Prandtl number
r radius of the small circle, m
R radius of the large circle, m
Re Reynolds number � qUDh

l
t maximum fin thickness, m; time, s
T temperature, K
U average coolant velocity, m/s
W width of the heat sink, m

y cartesian coordinate

Greek symbols
e porosity
l viscosity of the coolant
h thermal resistance, K/W
q density of the coolant

Subscripts
bm bulk mean
fin fin
in inlet of the heat sink
max maximum
opt optimum value
scroll scroll heat sink
w wall
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in order to make better use of the total cooling space. In the scroll
heat sink, the moving fins are placed between the cooling fins and
rotate with eccentric shafts. By the relative motion between the
moving fins and the cooling fins, the coolant is drawn into the
space between them, takes heat away from the cooling fins, and
the heated coolant is discharged out of the heat sink. In the present
study, the concept of the scroll heat sink is demonstrated through
an experimental investigation. Average coolant velocities and ther-
mal resistances of the scroll heat sink were measured for various
rotating speeds of the moving fins. From the experimental results,
we found that the average coolant velocity generated by the rela-
tive motion of fins proportionally increases with increasing rota-
tional speed of the moving fins. A theoretical model is also
developed to estimate the required pumping power and the ther-
mal resistance, and validated using experimental results. The ther-
mal performance of the scroll heat sink is optimized with the
theoretical model and compared to that of the optimized plate-
fin heat sink.

2. Working principle and design method

The schematic diagrams of the scroll heat sink are presented in
Fig. 1. The scroll heat sink features two sets of fins, moving and
cooling (fixed) fins, as shown in Fig. 1b. The moving fins and the
cooling fins are connected to a moving substrate and a fixed sub-
strate, respectively. The fixed substrate and the cooling fins are
positioned on top of an electronic component and used for dissi-
pating heat from the electronic component to the coolant. Two
eccentric shafts are integrated with a coupler link and rotate with
the same phase by an electrical motor. The moving fins rotate with
the eccentric shafts because the moving substrate and the moving
fins are connected to the coupler link.

The basic pumping mechanism of the scroll heat sink is similar
to that of scroll compressors [16]. As the name implies, the shape
of fins of the scroll heat sink is also modeled after the shape of
blades of the scroll compressor. Fig. 2 depicts cross-sectional views
of the cooling fins and the moving fins. These figures show how the
relative motion between the moving fins and the cooling fins can
generate the coolant flow in one direction. While the moving fins
rotate, the moving fins and the cooling fins come into contact at
a certain orbit angle (120�, Fig. 2c) and out of contact at another
orbit angle (240�, Fig. 2e). During this period (120�–240�), the mov-
ing fins keep in contact with the cooling fins, and the trapped fluid
is squeezed out of the heat sink due to the relative motion between
the moving fins and the cooling fins. As the coolant is discharged,
the volume of the gaps between the cooling fins and the moving
fins increases and the pressure between them decreases. In this
period, 240�–300� of the orbit angle, cold coolant is drawn into
the gaps and is heated until it is discharged out of the heat sink.



Fig. 2. Working principle of the scroll heat sink.

Fig. 3. Dimensions of the scroll heat sink.

Fig. 4. Parallelogram linkage.
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There are two periods that the moving fins and the cooling fins are
not in contact during one revolution (60�–120�, 240�–300�). There
are another two periods that the moving fins and the cooling fins
are in a point contact during one revolution (120�–240�, 300�–
60�). These two types of periods occur by turns. Therefore, a series
of intake and discharge of the coolant occur twice each in one
cycle. In this manner, pumping of the coolant and dissipation of
heat occurs simultaneously in the scroll heat sink.

The shape of fins is one of the main factors influencing the
pumping and cooling efficiencies in the present system. As men-
tioned above, the shape of fins of the scroll heat sink resembles a
part of a scroll of the scroll compressor in order to increase the
pumping efficiency of the scroll heat sink. The dimensions of fins



Fig. 5. Schematic diagram of the coupler link and the eccentric shaft.

Fig. 6. Photographs of the scroll heat sink: (a) the cooling fins and the mov
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for the scroll heat sink are presented in Fig. 3. As shown in this
figure, the shapes of the cooling fins and the moving fins are iden-
tical. The shape of fins is defined by two circles whose centers are
spaced d apart. The following geometrical relationships should be
satisfied:

d ¼ t þ R� r ð1Þ
p ¼ 2ðt þ R� rÞ ð2Þ

The working principle of the parallelogram linkage is applied to the
moving parts of the scroll heat sink in order to make the moving fins
rotate between the cooling fins. As shown in Fig. 4, the lengths of
the input link s and the follower link l are identical in the parallel-
ogram four-bar linkage. The orientation of the coupler link c does
not change while it rotates. In the scroll heat sink, one eccentric
shaft shown in Fig. 5 is used as the input link s and the other shaft
is used as the follower link l. The eccentricity e, the length of the in-
put link s and the follower link l, should satisfy the following rela-
tionship in order to avoid interference between the moving fins
and the cooling fins during rotation

e ¼ R� r ð3Þ
3. Experimental apparatus and procedure

In the previous section, the working principle and the design
method of the scroll heat sink were described. It is in order to pres-
ent experimental apparatus and procedure for demonstrating the
proposed concept. Fig. 6a shows the moving fins and the cooling
fins that are precisely fabricated using a CNC machine. The dimen-
ing fins and (b) after assembling the moving fins and the cooling fins.
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sions of fins are shown in Table 1. These fins are made of aluminum
alloy 6063 (k = 171 W/m K) and no additional surface treatment is
applied.

Fig. 6b shows a photo of the scroll heat sink after assembling the
moving and the cooling fins. The heater is attached to the bottom
surface of the fixed substrate, and the thermal grease is applied be-
tween the heater and the substrate in order to reduce the contact
resistance. The heater is fabricated using Kapton coated stainless
steel with 0.25 lm thickness and is connected to a DC power sup-
ply. To reduce heat loss, the bottom surface of the heater is placed
on a 3 mm thick Teflon� (k = 0.2 W/m K) insulation block. Ten ther-
mocouples are attached to the fixed substrate and the Teflon block
for measuring the maximum base temperature of the scroll heat
sink and the heat loss through the insulation layer.

The whole system for driving the scroll heat sink is shown in
Fig. 7. An electric motor is connected to the gear box which is
linked to an eccentric shaft and makes the shaft rotate. A timing
belt under the base plate facilitates same phase rotation of the
two eccentric shafts. The rotating speed of the moving fins and
the moving substrate connected to the eccentric shafts is con-
trolled by a motor controller. From the point of view of the total
cooling space, the scroll heat sink has the advantage of not requir-
Table 1
Dimensions of the scroll heat sink (m)

Length of the heat sink, L 0.08
Height of the heat sink, H 0.03
Width of the heat sink, W 0.14
Maximum fin thickness, t 0.005
Radius of the large circle, R 0.055
Radius of the small circle, r 0.05

Fig. 7. Whole system for driv
ing the additional space for the fan module, even though it still
requires the space for an electric motor. In the present study, the
moving fins and the moving substrate are made of aluminum
6063, which is chosen due mainly to economical and easy fabrica-
tion. For this reason, the electrical motor is somewhat large
because it has to have enough power to rotate the heavy moving
part of the assembly, as shown in Fig. 7. However, the size of the
electrical motor could be significantly reduced by manufacturing
the moving parts with a light material such as an acrylic. In this
case its size would be equivalent to that of a conventional motor.
ing the scroll heat sink.
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Fig. 8. Average coolant velocities as a function of the RPM of the moving fins.
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The test procedures were as follows: The rotating speed of the
moving fins is varied from 200 rpm to 500 rpm with an increment
of 50 rpm. The desired RPM of the moving substrate is set by the
motor controller and the heater is powered up to a heat load of
80 W and allowed to be stabilized. The heat load is calculated by
measuring the voltage drop and the current through the heater.
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Fig. 9. Experimental results for thermal resistances of the scroll heat sink.
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Fig. 10. Model for predicting the thermal performance of the scroll heat sink: (a) cross
The steady-state was assumed when the temperature difference
between the maximum base temperature of the scroll heat sink
and the ambient temperature is maintained less than 0.1 �C during
2 min. The temperatures are therein measured by acquiring signals
from the thermocouples with a NI PXI. The time and area averaged
air velocities at the outlet of the heat sink are measured using a hot
wire anemometer.

From the acquired experimental results, we could obtain the
thermal performance of the scroll heat sink in terms of the thermal
resistance, which is defined by

h ¼ ðTw;max � Tbm;inÞ=q ð4Þ

The actual heat flow rate q is calculated by subtracting the heat loss
from the total heat rate supplied by the power supply.
4. Results and discussion

Average coolant velocities generated by the relative motion
between the moving fins and the cooling fins are obtained from
the experimental investigation and shown in Fig. 8. It is shown that
average coolant velocity is almost linearly proportional to the RPM
of the moving fins. This is because the coolant flow rate generated
in the scroll heat sink is given by multiplying the RPM of the mov-
ing fins with the volume of the trapped fluid between the moving
fins and the cooling fins. The cut-off frequency at which the coolant
flow is not generated in spite of the rotary motion of the moving
fins is observed to be in the vicinity of 75 rpm. The experimental
 

400 450 500 550

PM

 Experimental data
 From the model

-sectional view of the equivalent heat sink and (b) predicted thermal resistances.
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results for thermal resistances of the scroll heat sink are shown in
Fig. 9. The thermal resistance of the scroll heat sink decreases as
the rotating speed increases. This is because the thermal resistance
of the heat sink decrease with increasing coolant flow rate.

We have also developed a model for predicting the pumping
power and the thermal resistance of the scroll heat sink. According
to the model, the thermal resistance of scroll heat sink is simply gi-
ven as

h ¼ 1
hðgAfin þ AbaseÞ

þ 1
qcf Q

ð5Þ

The details for determining the coefficients and parameters, appear-
ing in Eq. (5), are presented in Appendix A. The thermal resistances
predicted from the model are presented in Fig. 10. The thermal
resistances obtained from the model are in good agreement with
the experimental results. Therefore, the present model is suitable
for predicting the thermal performance of the scroll heat sink. By
using the model, thermal resistances of the optimized scroll and
plate-fin heat sinks under the fixed pumping power condition are
compared. The constraint of the fixed pumping power physically
means that the power required to drive the coolant through the
heat sinks is fixed. By comparing thermal resistances of the opti-
mized plate-fin and scroll heat sinks, a contour map is presented
in Fig. 11. Fig. 11 depicts the logarithm of the ratio of thermal resis-
tances of the optimized plate-fin and scroll heat sinks (log(hopt,plate/
hopt,scroll)) as a function of dimensionless pumping power and
length. In Fig. 11, in the region where the logarithm of the ratio is
positive, the thermal resistance of the optimized scroll heat sink
is smaller than that of the optimized plate-fin heat sink. On the
other hand, the thermal resistance of the optimized plate-fin heat
sink is smaller than that of the optimized scroll heat sink when
the logarithm of the ratio is negative. The contour map indicates
that optimized scroll heat sinks have lower thermal resistances
than optimized plate-fin heat sinks in practical situations. It is
worth mentioning that the additional volume required to place
the fan module is not taken into account when the thermal resis-
tances of the plate-fin and the scroll heat sinks are compared. As
mentioned before, the scroll heat sink does not require additional
space for the fan blades because the moving fins for pumping the
coolant are already integrated in the heat sink. Therefore, Fig. 11
means the thermal performance of the scroll heat sink is better even
though the size of the cooling system is smaller.
Fig. 11. Comparison of the thermal resistances of the optimized heat sinks in terms
of dimensionless length and pumping power (ks/kf = 6.4 � 103, Pr = 0.707).
It is to be noted that the scroll heat sink is superior to the equiv-
alent plate-fin heat sink in the thermal performance because of its
high heat transfer coefficient. In the case of the plate-fin heat sink,
the boundary layer becomes thicker at the fin surface along the
flow direction. Thus, the heat transfer coefficient becomes smaller
along this direction. On the other hand, in the case of the scroll
heat sink, the growth of the boundary layers is hindered by the rel-
ative motion between the moving fins and the cooling fins. There-
fore, the relative motion between the moving fins and the cooling
fins makes it possible for the scroll heat sink to have the higher
thermal performance than the equivalent plate-fin heat sink in
the smaller cooling space.

5. Conclusion

In this paper, the scroll heat sink is suggested and demonstrated
as a means of efficiently utilizing the cooling space and enhancing
the thermal performance of the heat sink for electronics cooling
applications. The most remarkable feature of the scroll heat sink
is that heat dissipation and fluid pumping occurs simultaneously
in the given space without requiring any additional space for a
fan module. In the scroll heat sink, the moving fins, which rotate
with the eccentric shafts, are placed between cooling (fixed) fins.
By the relative motion between the moving fins and the cooling
fins, a coolant is drawn into the space between them, takes heat
away from the cooling fins, and is discharged out of the heat sink.
The coolant flow generated by the relative motion between fins
moves through the heat sink in one direction. Experiments were
performed in order to demonstrate the proposed concept of the
scroll heat sink. In the experiments, the rotating speed of the mov-
ing fins varies from 200 rpm to 500 rpm. Experimental results
show that the generated coolant flow rate in the scroll heat sink
is proportional to the rotating speed of the moving fins. A theoret-
ical model is also developed to estimate the required pumping
power and the thermal resistance, and validated using experimen-
tal results. The theoretical model shows that optimized scroll heat
sinks have lower thermal resistances than optimized plate-fin heat
sinks under the fixed pumping power condition. The relative mo-
tion between the moving fins and the cooling fins enhances the
thermal performance of the scroll heat sink by periodically disturb-
ing the boundary layer development at cooling fin surfaces. Due to
its high thermal performance, the scroll heat sink is expected to be
suitable for a next generation cooling solution.
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Appendix A. Analysis of fluid flow and heat transfer in the scroll
heat sink

In this section, we explain how the required pumping power
and the thermal resistance for the scroll heat sink can be calculated.

If we try to calculate the velocity and temperature fields accu-
rately in order to obtain the pumping power and the thermal resis-
tance, modeling can be cumbersome due to the complex topology
of the heat sinks and the transient nature of the problem. Because
our main interest lies in the macroscopic quantities, it is wise to
model the complex structure as a simple one which has the same
macroscopic properties and time-averaged quantities. Therefore, in
the present study, the scroll heat sink is modeled as an equivalent
heat sink with curved fins which has the same porosity, fin surface
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area, and fin number. The cross-sectional view for the equivalent
heat sink is shown in Fig. 10a. The porosity e, the hydraulic diam-
eter Dh, the aspect ratio a, and the radius of the curvature of the
channel of the equivalent heat sink rc are given as

e¼ 1�
Z 0:5L

�0:5L
ðRþ t� rþðr2�y2Þ0:5�ðR2�y2Þ0:5Þdy

� ��
ðLðtþR� rÞÞ

ðA:1Þ
Dh ¼ 2HðtþR� rÞe=ðHþðtþR� rÞeÞ ðA:2Þ
a¼H=ððtþR� rÞeÞ ðA:3Þ
rc sin�1ð0:5L=rcÞ ¼ 0:5Rsin�1ð0:5L=RÞþ0:5r sin�1ð0:5L=rÞ ðA:4Þ

The pressure drop between the inlet and the outlet is given as

Dp ¼ C2cDpffdReDh
Leff U=D2

h ðA:5Þ

where the friction factor ratio between the curved pipe and the
straight pipe cDp, the friction factor for the steady fully-developed
flow in the straight rectangular channel ffd, the effective channel
length Leff, the mean velocity U, the Reynolds number ReDh

, and
the Dean number K are given from

cDp ¼ 0:108K0:5 ðA:6Þ
ffdReDh

¼ 4:70þ 19:64ð1þ ðMAX½a; a�1�Þ�2Þ=ð1þ ðMAX½a; a�1�Þ�1Þ2

ðA:7Þ
Leff ¼ 2rc sin�1ð0:5L=rcÞ ðA:8Þ
U ¼ Q=ðWHeÞ ðA:9Þ
ReDh

¼ qUDh=l ðA:10Þ
K ¼ ReDh

ð0:5Dh=rcÞ0:5 ðA:11Þ

Eqs. (A.6) and (A.7) are obtained from Refs. [17,18], respectively.
The thermal performance of the scroll heat sink can be evaluated
by the thermal resistance. The thermal resistance of the scroll heat
sink is simply given as Eq. (5), where cf and Q are specific heat and
volume flow rate of the coolant, respectively. The heat transfer coef-
ficient h, the fin efficiency g, the total fin area Afin, the total base area
Abase, and the Nusselt number for the steady fully-developed flow in
the straight rectangular channel Nufd are determined from

h ¼ C3chNufdkf =Dh ðA:12Þ
g ¼ tanhðmHÞ=ðmHÞ ðA:13Þ
Afin ¼ HðR sin�1ð0:5L=RÞ þ r sin�1ð0:5L=rÞÞW=ðt þ R� rÞ ðA:14Þ
Abase ¼WLe ðA:15Þ
Nufd ¼ 4:502� 7:945=MAX½a; a�1� þ 12:30=MAX½a; a�1�2

� 9:489=MAX½a; a�1�3 þ 2:912=MAX½a; a�1�4 ðA:16Þ

m ¼

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
hð2R sin�1ð0:5L=RÞ þ 2r sin�1ð0:5L=rÞÞ

ksLðt þ R� rÞð1� eÞ

s
ðA:17Þ
where ch is the Nusselt number ratio between the curved pipe and
the straight pipe, C2 and C3 are the empirical coefficients for the fric-
tion factor ratio and the heat transfer coefficient ratio between the
real flow and the steady-state flow, respectively. ch, C2 and C3 can be
obtained from Refs. [17,19,20], respectively.
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